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&lt;p&gt; The group was presided over by then-Vice President Richard M. Nixon and

included Admiral Arleigh Burke, Livingston &#127815; Merchant of the State Dep
artment, National Security Adviser Gordon Gray, as well as Dulles himself.[citat

ion needed]&lt;/p&at;
&lt;p&gt;Tracy Barnes functioned as operating &#127815; office of the Cuban Tas

k Force. He called a meeting on 18 January 1960, in his temporary office near th

e &#127815; Lincoln Memorial.[citation needed]&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;On 17 March 1960, President Eisenhower signed a U.S. National Security

Council directive on the anti-Cuban covert action &#127815; program authorizing
the CIA to organize, train, and equip Cuban refugees as a guerrilla force to ov
erthrow the government of &#127815; Cuban prime minister Fidel Castro.[citation

needed]&lt;/p&gt;
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